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CALEB HUTTON
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

BELLINGHAM — A May
Day protest of about 150
marchers snaked through
downtown Bellingham streets
Tuesday evening, May 1.

Earlier in the afternoon
Seattle grappled with wide-
spread violence as protest-
ers used sticks and bats to
smash store and car win-
dows, according to the
Associated Press.

But Bellingham’s protest
was far more peaceful. A
coalition of demonstrators —
with groups including Social-
ist Alternative and Veterans
for Peace — marched in soli-
darity with immigrants and
the Occupy movement’s “99
percent.”

Beside a police escort, they
wielded shields spray-painted
with peace signs, chanted
together in Spanish and car-
ried signs decrying big bank
bailouts.

May Day traditionally cel-
ebrates workers’ rights.

Zach Sylvester handed
out free vegan cookies to
onlookers. He said it’s a
shame how one violent
splinter group in a protest
can taint the way people
view a larger movement.

“It’s one thing to block a
train carrying coal that de-
stroys the environment,”
Sylvester said. “It’s another to
blow up the bridge the train
passes over.”

Spencer Morgan marched

at the back of the crowd hold-
ing half of a giant flag that
read, “Enough is Enough.” It
was one of the first signs
planted at the former Occupy
Bellingham campsite in Mar-
itime Heritage Park, where
Tuesday’s march began at
5:30 p.m.

“Enough corporate greed,”
Morgan said. “Enough de-
struction of the environ-
ment.”

Reach Caleb Hutton at
caleb.hutton@bellinghamherald
.com or call 360-715-2276. 

Protester Arryn McKenzie shouts at the top of her lungs during a May Day march on Tuesday, May 1, in downtown
Bellingham. Protesters marched for more than an hour from Maritime Heritage Park to Depot Market Square shouting
slogans for workers’ rights. Gallery: BellinghamHerald.com/photos.  David Rzegoski / The Bellingham Herald

Protesters
cross East
Holly Street 
at Railroad
Avenue in a
May Day
march on
Tuesday, 
May 1, in 
downtown 
Bellingham. 

David 
Rzegoski 
/The
Bellingham
Herald

DAVE GALLAGHER
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

BELLINGHAM — A move-
ment is under way to try to
expand the number of com-
missioners who oversee the

Port of Bellingham, after the
controversial forced resigna-
tion of the port’s executive
director. 

Several organizers of a peti-
tion drive were at the Tuesday,

May 1, port meeting, request-
ing commissioners ask the
county auditor to put a meas-
ure on the August ballot. They
want Whatcom County resi-
dents to vote on expanding
the number serving on the
commission from three mem-
bers to five.

Having the port ask the
auditor to put the measure on
the August ballot would save
organizers the time needed to

gather nearly 7,000 signatures
before early June. It also
would save the port a public
relations problem, said Tip
Johnson, one of the petition
drive organizers.

“If we have to round up a
big campaign to talk about the
issues of the port to the public,
we will,” Johnson said. “But I
think it would be a sign of

Request for ballot item
follows Sheldon ouster  

Expanded Port Commission sought

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Af-
ghanistan — On a swift, secre-
tive trip to the war zone, Pres-
ident Barack Obama declared
Tuesday night that after years
of sacrifice the U.S. combat
role in Afghanistan is winding
down. 

“We can see the light of a
new day,” he said on the
anniversary of Osama bin
Laden’s death and in the midst
of his own re-election cam-
paign. 

“Our goal is to destroy al-
Qaida, and we are on a path to
do exactly that,” Obama said
in an unusual speech to Amer-
ica broadcast from an air base
halfway around the world. 

He spoke after signing an
agreement with Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai to cover
the decade after the planned
final withdrawal of U.S. com-
bat troops in 2014. Obama said
American forces will be
involved in counter-terrorism
and training of the Afghan mil-
itary, “but we will not build
permanent bases in this coun-
try, nor will we be patrolling
its cities and mountains.” 

The president landed in
Bagram in darkness, and his
helicopter roared to Kabul for
the meeting with Karzai,
under close guard with only
the outlines of the nearby
mountains visible. Later, back
at the base, he was surround-
ed by U.S. troops, shaking
every hand. He ended his light-
ning visit with the speech
delivered straight to the TV
camera — and the voters he
was trying to reach back
home. 

Two armored troop carriers
served as a backdrop, rather
than the customary Oval Off-
ice tableau. 

His Republican re-election
foe, Mitt Romney, was in New
York, where the destruction of

Agreement comes
on anniversary
of bin Laden raid

MATTHEW CRAFT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — The fastest
growth in U.S. manufacturing
in 10 months gave stocks a lift
Tuesday and pushed the Dow
Jones industrial average to its
highest close in more than
four years. 

Manufacturing expanded
last month at the strongest

pace since June, according to
the Institute for Supply Man-
agement. Orders, hiring and
production all rose. 

A measure of manufactur-
ing employment also reached
a nine-month high, a hopeful
sign ahead of Friday’s month-
ly jobs report. 

The manufacturing news
jolted stock indexes out of a
morning stupor, although the
gains waned throughout the
afternoon. The Dow added
65.69 points to 13,279.32, its
highest closing mark since
Dec. 28, 2007, during the first

month of the Great Reces-
sion. 

“It definitely changed the
direction of markets,” said
Jack Ablin, chief investment
officer at Harris Private Bank. 

Treasury prices fell, and
benchmark crude oil rose
$1.29 to settle at $106.16 per
barrel. Both of those things
tend to happen when in-
vestors expect stronger econ-
omic growth. 

Ablin saw an irony in the
reaction to the ISM report.
Europe’s debt crisis has
knocked markets around for

months, jerking stocks down
on worries its troubles could
cross the Atlantic. But Eur-
ope’s woes have made U.S.
manufacturers look more
attractive to companies, Ablin
said. 

“It’s gotten to a point over
last 10 years where it’s better
to manufacture here than in
pretty much any other devel-
oped country in the world,”
he said. 

In a separate report Tues-
day, the Commerce Depart-
ment said construction spen-
ding ticked up in March, fol-

lowing two months of de-
clines. 

Sam Stovall, chief equity
strategist at S&P Capital IQ,
said the two reports looked
like evidence that the U.S.
economic recovery is solid
despite turmoil in Europe
and weaker job creation in
March. 

“I think investors are en-
couraged there’s at least one
place in the world where it’s
still worth investing,” Sto-
vall said. “They’re not ready
to give up on this bull mar-
ket yet.” 

Dow Jones average reaches post-2007 high
Manufacturing
report spurs
Wall Street rally

Obama,
Karzai
approve
security
accord

Police escort
coalition
downtown

Bellingham May Day protesters march

See AFGHANISTAN, A6

BOAT-BUILDER CHOOSES ANACORTES

See PORT, A6

DAVE GALLAGHER
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

BELLINGHAM — An
Australian boat company
has decided against open-
ing a facility in Belling-
ham, choosing instead to
go to Anacortes.

Last month Aluminum

Boats Australia entered into
a 30-day due diligence peri-
od with the Port of Belling-
ham to lease a 30,000-
square-foot site at the Fair-
haven Marine Industrial
Park, near the Bellingham
Cruise Terminal. 

See BOATS, A6
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