
SPORTS
BellinghamHerald.com/sports   Contact: David Rasbach, 360-715-2286, david.rasbach@bellinghamherald.com

B1
Sunday

November 11, 2012

SEAHAWKS GAMEDAY
Seattle coach Pete Carroll reunites Sunday with 
former USC quarterback Mark Sanchez, B4
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FEDERAL WAY — For the
first time in four years, a 2A
state team title trophy isn’t
leaving the King County
Aquatic Center and heading
back north up I-5 to Belling-
ham. 

Two individual titles are,

though.
Sehome sophomore Gwen-

dolyn Roley out-dueled
Bellingham’s Maddie Gillman
for a state title in a thrilling
200 freestyle final, and
Squalicum senior diver Tori
Franzen finally earned the
diving title she’s been so close
to since her freshman year.

Since 2007, Sehome has

won two state titles and has
one second-place finish.
Squalicum won back-to-back
titles in 2009 and 2010 and
placed second in 2011 and
2008. The two swimming
forces didn’t quite have the
firepower this year. Sehome
placed fourth with 151 points,
Squalicum took sixth with
139 points and Bellingham

placed 15th, earning 61 points
during the Class 2A Swim-
ming and Diving Champi-
onships Saturday, Nov. 10, in
Federal Way.

Sehome entered the two-
day meet with the goal of tak-
ing home a trophy. Coach
Don Helling was apprehen-
sive before day two started,
but his Mariners got a spot on

the podium, placing fourth.
“This morning when we

were talking to Don, he was
saying, ‘it’s not likely you will
get a trophy, but you should
still go out and do your best.’
I hope that’s what I did.”

Roley wasn’t the only one
who played a role in the
Mariners’ trophy-winning per-
formance, although she

scored 36 team points in her
two individual events. Helling
gave credit to his relays.
Sehome and Lake Washing-
ton, who won the 2A title,
were the only two schools to
qualify for the A final in all
three relays. Relay finishes
receive double points.

Two individual titles won at 2A state meet
PREP GIRLS’ SWIMMING CLASS 2A STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS

PAUL VALENCIA
COLUMBIAN STAFF WRITER

BATTLE GROUND —
Meridian quarterback Max
McGuinn threw for 236
yards and two touchdowns
in his final high school
football game, but the Tro-
jans did not have enough
offense to match La Cen-
ter in the opening round of
the Class 1A state football
playoffs.

Taylor Dreyer rushed
for 195 yards and two
touchdowns and Jared
Huddleston caught two
touchdown passes, leading
La Center to a 29-13 victo-
ry Saturday at District Sta-
dium.

Meridian held a 6-2 lead
when McGuinn found
Letrez Jones for a 26-yard
touchdown pass with 2:51
left in the first half. 

However, La Center got
the lead back a minute
later on a 62-yard pass
from Dylan King to Hud-
dleston.

Dreyer opened the sec-
ond half with a 53-yard
touchdown run on the first
play from scrimmage.

Meridian responded
with a 10-play, 60-yard
drive that ended with a 15-
yard touchdown pass from
McGuinn to Relijah McMil-
lan to cut the deficit to
three points at 16-13.

On the next play from
scrimmage, though, the
Trojans were chasing
Dreyer again. This time,
Dreyer broke free for a 60-
yard touchdown run.

The Trojans, in despera-
tion mode, turned the ball
over on three of their next
four possessions — inter-
ceptions by the La Center
defense.

Huddleston’s 15-yard
diving catch in the end
zone made it 29-13 with
less than five minutes to
play in the game.

McGuinn finished 15 of
24 for 236 yards with his
two TDs and three inter-
ceptions. Drake Vander
Yacht was the team’s lead-
ing receiver with five
catches for 76 yards.
McGuinn also had a team-
high 63 yards rushing.

Meridian
unable 
to keep
up with
La Center

PREP FOOTBALL 
LA CENTER 29,
MERIDIAN 13
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BELLINGHAM — Most
any grade schooler can tell
you the story of the tortoise
and the hare, and how slow
and steady wins the race.

But what that old fable
forgot to teach us is the
Lynden Lions’ approach to
the race — burry an oppo-
nent before they even know
the race has started.

For the second straight
week, the Lynden football
team used a lightning-fast
start and a big performance
from senior running back
Luke Christianson to deci-
mate a playoff opponent’s
hopes well before halftime,
as the Lions ripped past
Mark Morris 42-14 in the

first round of the Class 2A
State Playoffs on Saturday,
Nov. 10, at Civic Stadium. 

Much like it did a week
earlier in a Northwest Dis-
trict playoff win over Sultan

when it led 42-0 at halftime,
Lynden jumped out 14-0 in
the game’s first 4½ minutes,
extended that lead to 28-0
by the end of the period and
held a 35-0 advantage by
halftime.

“All week long, we talked
about how we wanted to
come out and set the tone
early,” said Christianson,
who scored five touch-
downs for the second-
straight week and rushed
for 151 yards on 15 carries.
“We knew they were a big,
physical team that wanted
to come out and run the
ball, and we figured if we
came out and set the tone
in the trenches and got off
to a good start against
them, we’d take control of
the game. And you could

see, they way we came out,
and when we put three
touchdowns on them in the
first (nine) minutes, they
were shell shocked.”

That would be one way
to put it.

“We sucked the life right
out of them,” senior line-
man Caleb Newman said.
“They didn’t know what hit
them.”

By the time the Mon-
archs figured it out, Lynden
(10-1) was making plans to
travel to Sumner for a quar-
terfinal game that will be
scheduled for either Friday
or Saturday, Nov. 16 or 17.

It’s unlikely the Lions are
going to want to change
their approach on how to
start games.

PREP FOOTBALL LYNDEN 42, MARK MORRIS 14

Lynden’s Luke Christianson stiff arms a Mark Morris defender in the third quarter Saturday, Nov. 10, at Civic Stadium in Bellingham. 
David Rzegocki / The Bellingham Herald

The Lynden Lions raise their helmets after defeating the
Mark Morris Monarchs 42-14 on Saturday, Nov. 10, in
Bellingham. David Rzegocki / The Bellingham Herald
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BELLINGHAM — Being
that this was the first time in
school history that the
Squalicum girls’ soccer team
had made it to the state quar-
terfinals, let alone its first
trip to the state playoffs in
nine years, there was a little
bit of a confidence issue for
the Storm on Saturday, Nov.
10.

Do we really belong here?
Are we really this good?

It may have taken the
entire first half and a few
minutes of the second, but
the Storm answered those
questions with a resounding
yes.

Squalicum scored three
goals in a three-minute, 40-
second span early in the sec-
ond half to break open a tied
game with Hockinson and
emerge with a 4-1 victory in
the quarterfinals of the Class
2A State Tournament.

“I think we played a lot

more confident in the sec-
ond half,” said junior mid-
fielder Lauren Gibb, who
recorded the first and third
goals in Squalicum’s second-
half scoring spurt off assists
from freshmen sisters Kim
and Rachel Dorr. “We came
out and settled the ball
down and just played our
game.”

With the victory,
Squalicum (19-1-1) advances
to a state semifinal show-
down with Sumner in a
game scheduled for 6 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 16, at Shoreline
Stadium. 

Like unbeaten Sumner,
which beat Archbishop Mur-
phy 1-0 on Saturday,
Squalicum will be making its
first appearance in a state
semifinal.

“It feels pretty good to
know that we’re making his-
tory this year,” Gibb said.
“It’s been nine years since
we last made it to state, and
every year that’s been the
goal. We’re leaving our mark

on this program, and we’re
winning for all the alumni
that wanted to get here. A lot
of them were in the stands
cheering us on today, so it
was neat to win for them.”

For most of the first 40
minutes, it was unclear how
much cheering those alumni
and any other Squalicum
fans that braved the chilly
temperatures on a sunny but
crisp November afternoon
would actually get to do.

The Storm struck first,
when Kim Dorr headed the
ball into the Hockinson net
off a bouncing inbounds ball
that it seemed like nobody
could settle with 27:37 left in
the first half.

That lead stood, until
Aurora Bodenhamer made a
nice behind-back-feed to
Kavita Battan, who sent a
tough-angle blast off the
feet of sliding defender
Rachel Dorr to knot the
score at 1.

Squalicum makes 1st trip to state semifinal
PREP GIRLS SOCCER SQUALICUM 4, HOCKINSON 1

The Squalicum girls’ soccer team celebrates after scor-
ing a goal against Hockinson during the second round
of the 2A state girls' soccer tournament Saturday, Nov.
10, at Civic Stadium. David Rasbach / Associated Press 

See LIONS, B7

See STORM, B7

See SWIMMING, B8

PREP FOOTBALL
STATE PLAYOFFS

CLASS 2A
LYNDEN VS. SUMNER
Time, date and site
TBA

CLASS 1A
MOUNT BAKER 
VS. LA CENTER
Time, date and site
TBA

CLASS 1B
LUMMI VS. TAHOLAH
Time, date and site
TBA

Christianson scores 5 touchdowns for second-straight week 

Fast start leads to victory
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