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BILLS TO RISE
Bellingham residents
will pay more for water,
sewer next year  A2

NWC MVP
Lynden’s Josh Kraght
leads all-conference
football selections  B1

CALEB HUTTON
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

BELLINGHAM — The pub-
lic got officially its first peek at
about a dozen possible sites
for a new Whatcom County

Jail on Tuesday, Dec. 4.
In a presentation to What-

com County Council and
about 80 attendees, County
Executive Jack Louws and
Sheriff Bill Elfo highlighted 

three properties — one west
of LaBounty Drive near Sun-
set Avenue; one at Pacific
Highway Northwest Avenue;
and one in the 4200 block of
Hannegan Road — as favored
sites, by consensus of a
recently formed work group
of several county and commu-
nity leaders.

The 40-acre property off
LaBounty was named the
preferred property, as select-

ed by the work group: Elfo,
Louws, Chief of Corrections
Wendy Jones, several other
county staff members and
two members of an earlier

jail task force.
On a screen near the front

of the council chambers at 311
Grand Ave., Louws projected
an image of the LaBounty

property, with a 750-bed jail
superimposed on it. The com-
plex took up a little more than
a third of the field.

“But in no way are we
ready to purchase a property
at this time,” Louws said.
“There’s a lot more work
that needs to be done,
including involving the com-
munity in this process.”

40 acres off LaBounty
favored by Elfo, Louws

Jail talks focus on Ferndale site

See JAIL, A8

ZOE FRALEY
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

BELLINGHAM — The pos-
sible closure of Larrabee Ele-
mentary School and a rebuild
of Sehome High School were
hot topics at the first public
forum of Bellingham School
District’s facilities planning
task force on Monday, Dec. 3.

About 40 people, including
parents, teachers and several
Sehome students, attended
the meeting at Sehome to
comment on the task force’s
ideas for district projects over
the next decade.

Those ideas include re-
building Sehome, creating a
permanent home for Options
High School, updating or
rebuilding the district adminis-
trative office, closing Larrabee

Task force
hears concerns
on school plans

ROB HOTAKAINEN
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

WASHINGTON, D.C. — If
the nation runs into the “fiscal
cliff” on Jan. 1, Democratic
Gov. Chris Gregoire fears the
worst for Washington state. 

It’s a big military state, and
she says she’s worried that
more than 40,000 of those
jobs will be lost if automatic

spending cuts take effect.
She’s scared that cutbacks
might cause a delay in
responding to a leak of
radioactive waste from a dou-
ble-shelled tank at the Han-
ford nuclear dump site. And
she says consumers might
lose confidence and reduce
their holiday spending, plung-
ing the sales-tax dependent
state back into recession. 

“In my opinion, the worst
thing that can happen is that
we go over the fiscal cliff, and
I just hope everybody listened
to what the voters had to say,”

Gregoire said in an interview
about the so-called fiscal cliff,
the combination of tax
increases and spending cuts
that will happen at the end of
the year unless Congress
reaches a deal to avoid it. 

While Gregoire has been
busy advising members of her
state’s congressional delega-
tion to reach a deal on the
cliff, the state’s senior sena-
tor, Democrat Patty Murray,
has been busy arguing that
going off it may be necessary
— if, she says, Republicans
refuse to raise taxes on top

earners as part of a budget
deal. 

“I don’t want that to hap-
pen. I really believe that the
consequences of that are
severe,” Murray said in an
interview. But she added that
the impact of enacting a solu-
tion that doesn’t include rev-
enue “is much more severe on
the people that I care about.” 

The stakes are high, and
not just for government cof-
fers. 

If Congress allows all the

Gregoire fears fiscal cliff’s potential 
Nuclear cleanup,
military jobs may
hang in balance

Sehome rebuild,
Larrabee closure
hot forum topics

BLOOMBERG NEWS

Congress will consider
overhauling debt collection in
the $100 billion-a-year U.S.
student loan program, replac-
ing it with automatic with-
drawals from borrowers’ pay-
checks tied to their income, a
system used in Britain. 

Legislation that Rep. Tom
Petri, R-Wis., plans to intro-
duce as soon as this week
would require employers to
withhold payments from

wages in the same way they
do taxes. Payments would be
capped at 15 percent of bor-
rowers’ income after basic liv-
ing expenses. 

The bill follows growing
concern about the burden of
$1 trillion in outstanding stu-
dent loans, which now ex-
ceeds credit-card debt. 

Under the new system, the
government would no longer
need to hire private debt-col-
lection companies and charge
fees that add as much as 25
percent to borrowers’ loan
balances and leave defaulted
former students even deeper
in the hole. 

Payments would
be withdrawn
from paychecks

Proposal would revamp
student loan collections

See LOANS, A9See CLIFF, A8

CRABBERS’ WORK IS STACKING UP
Fishermen prepare for upcoming Dungeness season

Fisherman Nick Meyer lifts a Dungeness crab pot onto a stack at Squalicum Harbor, Bellingham, on 
Tuesday, Dec. 4. Meyer and fellow fisherman Tristan Martin were preparing 500 crab pots for the Dunge-
ness crab season set to begin on Jan. 12, 2013. The crab pots, weighing more than 60 pounds each, are
usually stacked six high, “but you can imagine trying to stack them on a boat rocking back and forth in the
dark,” Meyer said.  David Rzegocki / The Bellingham Herald

See SCHOOLS, A9

<< Looking for something 
to do with the kids this 
weekend? Check out the 
Family Activities page at our
Bellingham Families site.

IF YOU GO
Bellingham School Dis-
trict’s facilities task
force is seeking com-
ment on its recommen-
dations for the district’s
10-year facility plan.
The task force will host
three more public meet-
ings to explain the plan
and to hear concerns,
questions and sugges-
tions from the public.

Wednesday, Dec. 5:
6-7 p.m., Whatcom Mid-
dle School cafeteria.

Thursday, Dec. 6: 6-
7 p.m., Shuksan Mid-
dle School cafeteria.

Monday, Dec. 10: 6-
7 p.m., Fairhaven Mid-
dle School cafeteria.
More information about
the ideas, and a sur-
vey, are online at
bellinghamschools.org.
The district will take
online comments
through Dec. 14.

SEE THE SITES
PDFs of all the proposed jail sites can be found at
whatcomcounty.us/jailsiting/Property_proposals
_jail.jsp
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