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SEATTLE — Manufactur-
ers of brake pads are gearing
up to meet a first-in-the-
nation Washington state law
requiring they phase out the
use of copper and other
heavy metals.  

Washington in 2010 banned
the use of copper in brake
pads, as a way to prevent the
metal from polluting waters
and harming fish. When
brakes wear down, they
release copper shavings onto
roads that are eventually
washed into rivers, where
state officials say they could
harm marine life, especially
salmon.  

“We’re hoping that people
will be ready to certify their
products soon,” said Ian Wes-
ley, the law’s coordinator. 

The first phase of the law
takes effect Jan. 1, when man-
ufacturers of friction brakes
will be required to report the

concentrations of heavy met-
als such as copper, zinc or
nickel in their products.  

Brake pads manufactured
after 2015 may not contain
asbestos, mercury, cadmium
or other heavy metals. By
2021, brake pads must con-
tain less than 5 percent cop-
per. The allowable amount of
copper could drop almost to
zero in 2023 if manufacturers
show it is possible.  

California passed a similar
law in September 2010. Cali-
fornia’s law requires brake
pad manufacturers to reduce
copper in brake pads sold in
that state to no more than 5
percent by 2021, and no
more than 0.5 percent by
2025.  

The laws in Washington
and California will likely
mean that copper-free pads
will become the industry
standard in the U.S.  

In Washington, brake man-
ufacturers must use accredit-
ed laboratories and self-cer-
tify to the state that their
brake pads comply with the
law. All brake pads manufac-
tured after Jan. 1, 2015, must
be marked on both the pad
and its packaging.  
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BELLINGHAM — Candi-
dates for the proposed
Chuckanut Community For-
est Park District board of
commissioners can file for
one of five seats beginning
Monday, Dec. 17.

The filing period ends

Wednesday, Dec. 19.
Both the proposed district

and the at-large commission-
ers will be voted on during a
special election Feb. 12.

That’s when voters in the
proposed district will decide
whether to form the district
and elect five commissioners
who, in turn, would raise
property taxes within the dis-
trict to generate more than
$3.2 million to repay part of
the cost of the city’s acquisi-
tion of Chuckanut Ridge, in
south Bellingham.

Commissioner candidates

may file in the Election Divi-
sion of the Whatcom County
Auditor’s Office, 311 Grand
Ave., Suite 103, in Belling-
ham, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Elected commissioners
would begin serving their
terms Jan. 1, 2014.

Details, including the pro-
posed district’s boundaries,
are online at chuckanutcom
munityforest.com.

Reach Kie Relyea at
kie.relyea@bellinghamherald.
com or call 360-715-2234. 
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Bellingham Food Bank
shut down its farm at the
end of November, about five
years after the nonprofit and
its volunteers began grow-

ing fresh local produce for
the hungry.

Farming on the plot at
Guide Meridian and King
Tut Road, north of Belling-
ham, started in July 2007. 

The food bank leased the

land from Cascade Christian
Services.

The decision to shut
down the farm was
“thoughtful and strategic,”
said Mike Cohen, the food
bank’s executive director.

And it was made after the
farm’s most prolific season,
when more than 43,000
pounds of produce —
including squash, kale and
tomatoes — were grown.

“This is not a decision

that was made out of crisis,”
Cohen said. 

“We didn’t shut the pro-
gram down because it was-
n’t working. We didn’t shut it
down because we didn’t
have enough money to keep

it going.”
What drove the decision

was the desire to do more
with the food bank’s
resources and to invest in
the local farm economy.

CORRECTIONS
We correct errors of fact promptly and courteously. If you
have a correction or clarification, please call Executive Edi-
tor Julie Shirley at 360-715-2261.
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Bellingham Food Bank shuts farm
Organization shifts to paying local farmers to grow produce

JINGLE BELL EVENT RAISES MORE THAN $166,000 
Runners, walkers hit their stride in downtown Bellingham to help fund fight against arthritis

From left to right, Jennifer, Amelia, and Kevin Carter hold hands as they approach the finish line of the annual Jingle Bell
Run/Walk for Arthritis on Saturday, Dec. 8, in Bellingham. Kevin had already finished the race, but went back a second
time to finish with his family. More than $166,000 was raised during the event. David Rzegocki / The Bellingham Herald
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ey need your help

year  to make sure 

ens like Alice always

ave a place to go!

Have you heard that the

ne Society is getting

ome too? 

The Whatcom Humane Society is building 

a new shelter for the animals in Whatcom 

county  and we can’t do it without your 

support - all donations made to our building 

fund before December 31, 2012 will be 
matched dollar for dollar by a generous 
donor! This match also applies to donations 

for personalized bricks and pavers.

Please visit our website or call us for 

more information on how you can 

help homeless, unwanted and abused 

animals in our community.

Residents to vote
on panel, 5 seats
in Feb. 12 election

Deanna Moreau and her alpine goat, Odie, walk down Cornwall Avenue during the annual
Jingle Bell Run/Walk for Arthritis on Saturday, Dec. 8. For a photo gallery, go to Belling
hamHerald.com/multimedia. David Rzegocki / The Bellingham Herald

Filing period for proposed Chuckanut
park district board begins Monday 

See FOOD BANK, A12

Brake makers gear
up to meet new rules
State law to stem
pollution takes 
effect Jan. 1
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