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SAN FRANCISCO — A
study from the Federal
Trade Commission has
found that most mobile
apps for kids are secretly
collecting information from
children, including device
IDs, phone numbers, loca-
tions and other private
information, without their
parents’ knowledge or con-
sent. 

Nearly 60 percent of the
mobile apps the FTC
reviewed from the Google
Play and Apple App stores
transmitted the device ID.
They also often shared that
ID with an advertising net-
work, analytics company or

another third party. Of those
235 mobile apps, 14 also trans-
mitted the location of the
device and the phone number,
the FTC found. 

More than half of the apps
also contained interactive fea-
tures such as in-app purchases
and advertising that were not
disclosed to parents. 

Because a large number of
the apps sent information to a
small number of third parties,
those third parties could
potentially develop detailed
profiles of kids based on their
behavior in the different apps,
the study found. 

Yet only 20 percent of the
apps disclosed any informa-
tion about their privacy prac-
tices. 

“While we think most com-
panies have the best inten-
tions when it comes protect-
ing kids’ privacy, we haven’t

Study finds apps
doing so without
parental consent

FTC: Most mobile 
apps for children
collect, share data
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OLYMPIA — Two
Democrats in the Washing-
ton state Senate abandoned
their caucus Monday, Dec.
10, vowing to work with
Republicans to control the
chamber and push conser-
vative budgeting principles.

Democratic Sens. Rod-
ney Tom of Bellevue and
Tim Sheldon of Potlatch
said the bipartisan coopera-
tion would drive better poli-
cies. Under the new plan,
Republicans will chair six
committees, including the
panel that controls the state
budget, while Democrats
will control another six
committees. The parties
will split control of three
other panels, though Shel-
don is on two of those com-
mittees.

“This is not about power.
This is not about control,”
said Tom, who will rise to
serve as the new majority
leader. “This is about gov-
erning in a collaborative
manner.”

Democrats would retain
control of the Environment
and Marine Waters Commit-
tee, until now called the
Energy, Natural Resources
and Marine Waters Commit-
tee. Sen. Kevin Ranker, D-
Orcas Island, who repre-
sents south Bellingham and

southwest Whatcom County,
was that committee’s chair-
man last session.

It’s unclear whether
Democrats will accept the
committees they’ve been
given to control.

“I have not negotiated or
talked to anyone whatsoever
in this coalition,” Ranker
said Monday. “Before I
would consider a chairman-
ship … I would need to know
that all of the issues that are
important to me would be a
priority,” including women’s
reproductive rights and
social services.

Sen. Doug Ericksen, R-Fer-
ndale, who represents north
Bellingham and the small
Whatcom County cities,
would rise to a co-chairman-
ship under the new power
structure. He would share
control of the new Energy and
Telecommunications Commit-
tee with a Democrat.

Ericksen said the commit-
tee’s goals would be to keep
energy prices low and to fos-
ter high-paying jobs in energy
industries.

The Republican said Mon-
day that he expected the new
caucus to stick to its princi-
ples on budget matters.

“I think it’s a strong group,”
Ericksen said. “They’re com-
mitted to fiscal responsibility
and holding the line on taxes.”

Democrats have a small
majority in the Senate, con-
trolling 26 of 49 seats. With the
moves by Tom and Sheldon,
Republicans effectively hold a
25-24 advantage.

Both Ericksen,
Ranker could
see roles shift

Local senators
split on Dems’
defection in
state Senate
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WINTER PLEASURES
Variety of mushrooms from farmers
market create great soup.  FOOD, A7 BASKETBALL SEASON OPENER

Lynden boys find their rhythm, defeat Sehome. B1

BURGLARY SUSPECT NABBED
Police arrest man in recent Ferndale robberies.  A2
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BELLINGHAM — The
chance to see a movie for $2 at
the new Barkley theater
received a thumbs-up from
hundreds of Whatcom County
residents on Monday, Dec. 10.

About 150 people were
lined up at the front ticket
counter when it opened at
10:30 a.m. Monday for the
three-day preview event. The
theater officially opens with a
12:20 a.m. showing Friday,
Dec. 14 (and throughout the
day) to coincide with the
release of “The Hobbit: An
Unexpected Journey.”

Proceeds from preview
events go to local charities,
with the Boys & Girls Club of
Whatcom County benefiting
from the family-friendly theme
on Monday. The preview days
at Barkley continue with 16
movies Dec. 11-12, with pro-

ceeds benefiting Extend-a-
Hand on Tuesday and Belling-
ham Food Bank on Wednes-
day.

Many moviegoers were
eager to check out the inside
of the 68,000-square-foot, 16-
screen theater, particularly the
IMAX and Regal Cinema’s spe-
cial 3D screen.

“So far it looks great,” said
Bill Cherry, who was in line
purchasing “Finding Nemo
3D” and “Mirror, Mirror” tick-
ets with his 8-year-old daugh-
ter, Jenny. “Getting a chance
to see a movie in 3D for $2 is
hard to pass up.”

When he saw the line form-
ing, Gavin Green joined peo-
ple to buy tickets for later in
the week. Green works for
Hart Novelty and was at the
theater putting the finishing
installation touches on the
photo booth inside the theater.

“It’s a beautiful theater,”
said Green, who bought tick-
ets to see “The Dark Knight
Rises” on the IMAX screen. “A
lot of people are talking about
it. I know people who are buy-
ing multiple tickets and plan
to be here a lot this week.”

While the initial waiting line
stretched across the front of

the theater, several employees
were ready to handle the
transactions and by 11:30 a.m.
people could walk right up to
the ticket windows to make a
purchase. It was a steady
stream of moviegoers after
11:30 a.m., with several wan-
dering into the lobby to check
it out.

The smooth start was
something Regal spokes-
woman Rachel Lueras was
happy to see, along with the
early turnout.

“I’m glad to see it this busy
for our charity days,” she said.
“It’s been a happy, happy
group of people today.”

Monday was also the open-
ing of The Woods Coffee’s
Barkley café, which had a line
of more than 300 people as
well as 30 cars lined up at the
drive-through when it opened

Theater opening a hit with Whatcom County moviegoers

Barkley kicks off preview event

STEVEN THOMMA
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Americans clearly want Wash-
ington, D.C., to solve its loom-
ing budget crisis, and they
clearly reject almost every
option to do that, according to
a new McClatchy-Marist Poll. 

The only option that voters
endorse, by a ratio of 3-to-2, is
to raise taxes on the wealthy. 

A majority oppose other
often-discussed options,
including raising taxes on
everyone, cutting Medicaid or
Medicare spending, raising the

age for Medicare, or taking
away tax deductions for chari-
table contributions or home
mortgage interest. 

The survey helps explain
why it’s so difficult for Wash-
ington, D.C., to solve a prob-
lem everyone sees and every-
one wants fixed. 

President Barack Obama
and Republican House Speak-
er John Boehner met secretly
Sunday but there is still no
sign that they’re moving
toward a deal that could win
support from both the Democ-
rats who oppose any cuts in

government spending or bene-
fits and from the Republicans
who oppose all tax increases. 

“No one is very enamored
of anything,” said Lee M.
Miringoff, director of the
Marist College Institute for
Public Opinion in New York,
which conducted the national
survey of registered voted
Dec. 4-6 for McClatchy News-
papers. 

Voters do see the fiscal
mess of expiring tax cuts and
looming spending cuts as a cri-
sis that needs to be solved. 

By 78 percent to 22 percent,

they say they’re concerned
about it, and by 75 percent to
21 percent, they say it’s more
important for government offi-
cials to compromise to find a
solution rather than standing
on principle even if it means
continued gridlock. 

“They think a deal needs to
be struck and they think it
matters,” Miringoff said. 

The one thing that voters
support is letting the Bush tax
cuts expire as scheduled on
Dec. 31 — and thus raising

Voters want ‘fiscal cliff’ solved, but offer no net

See FISCAL CLIFF, A8 See MOBILE APPS, A9

Heather Phillips, left, and her children Maddison, 8, and Dylan, 10, of Lynden enjoy a day off school and a 3D RPX
movie on Monday, Dec. 10, at the new Regal Cinema Stadium 16 movie theater at Barkley Village in Bellingham.
The theater is offering $2 movies, popcorn and soft drinks during preview days, with proceeds going to several chari-
ties through Dec. 12. The grand opening of the theater is Friday, Dec. 14. David Rzegocki / The Bellingham Herald

See SENATE, A9

See BARKLEY, A8

MORE ONLINE
See a photo gallery of the Barkley theater preview

event online at BellinghamHerald.com/photos. You can
also find a list of movies playing during the preview
event linked to this story online at BellinghamHerald
.com/local-news.
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