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After being a part of a
Bellingham football program
that has won three games
over the past two years com-
bined, senior lineman
Thomas Vazorka believes
he’s made a college choice
that will help him taste victo-
ry a little more often.

Vazorka this week
announced that he has com-
mitted to play offensive
tackle for Idaho State. The
first day he can sign a
National Letter of Intent is
Feb. 6.

The Bengals are a Divi-
sion I Football Champi-
onship Subdivision program
from Pocatello that plays in

the Big Sky Conference and
has produced a number of
NFL players, including for-
mer Steelers running back
Merrill Hodge and current
Vikings defensive lineman
Jared Allen.

“I’m ecstatic that I get a
chance to play Division I
football,” Vazorka said in a
phone interview. “I’m really
excited for this opportunity.”

Adding to Vazorka’s
excitement is the chance to
play for Idaho State coach
Mike Kramer, who just
wrapped up his second sea-
son with the Bengals.

Before coming to Idaho
State, Kramer led the East-
ern Washington and Mon-
tana State programs in the

Big Sky, and is one of only
five coaches in the confer-
ence’s history to be named
Big Sky Coach of the Year
three times, according to
his biography at isuben
gals.com. He also spent the
2010 season as the assistant
football operations coordi-
nator at Washington State.

During his tenure at East-
ern Washington and Mon-
tana State, Kramer directed
four Big Sky championship
teams and guided the
Eagles to the 1997 FCS
national semifinals and the
Bobcats to a win in the FCS
playoffs in 2006.

“It’s pretty exciting to
have a chance to play for a
coach like that,” Vazorka

said. “I like the fact that he’s
taken teams to the FCS
(playoffs), and he’s going to
do it again.”

Though the Bengals went
1-10 in 2012 and 2-9 in 2011
in Kramer’s first two sea-
sons and haven’t made the
playoffs since 1983, though
they did win the 1981 Divi-
sion I-AA national champi-
onship, Vazorka said he is
confident ISU is building for
the future.

“We’re on the tail end (of
the previous regime), and
now the players that coach
Kramer is bringing in are
going to get to start to play,
and I think it’s really going to
turn around,” Vazorka said.
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As the referee signals, Bellingham’s Thomas Vazorka (54)
cheers after the Red Raiders recover a fumble against Ana-
cortes on Sept, 24. Andy Bronson / The Bellingham Herald

PREP FOOTBALL

Bellingham’s Vazorka commits to Idaho State
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LOS ANGELES — Josh
Hamilton is heading to the
Los Angeles Angels, lured
with a $125 million, five-
year contract that steps up
the migration of high-profile
stars to Southern California. 

The Angels persuaded the
free-agent outfielder to
leave the Texas Rangers
with their third big-money
offseason signing in as
many years. Hamilton heads
to Anaheim after first base-
man Albert Pujols came
West for $240 million last
December along with pitch-
er C.J. Wilson — Hamilton’s
Texas teammate — for $77.5

million. 
Still, the Angels failed to

make the playoffs for the
third straight year. 

They had bulked up their
pitching staff earlier in the
offseason with the additions
of pitchers Joe Blanton and
Tommy Hanson, along with
relievers Sean Burnett and
Ryan Madson. 

General manager Jerry
Dipoto had said Wednesday
that he didn’t think a major
move was “imminent or
required.” 

But owner Arte Moreno
pulled off another coup by
getting Hamilton. The 2010
AL MVP, Pujols and AL
Rookie of the Year Mike

Trout combined for 103
home runs and 316 RBIs last
season. 

“It’s a great day to be an
Angel/Angel fan!” Wilson
said on his Twitter account. 

Rangers general manager
Jon Daniels said Hamilton
had reached a deal with the
AL West rival Angels. Two
people familiar with the
talks disclosed the amount
and length of the contract,
speaking on condition of
anonymity because the
agreement was not yet final. 

Hamilton’s $25 million
average salary matches
Philadelphia first baseman
Ryan Howard for the sec-
ond-highest in baseball,
trailing only Alex
Rodriguez’s $27.5 million
average with the New York
Yankees. 

Since the contract wasn’t
final, the Angels didn’t com-
ment publicly. The team
said in a statement, “We
continue to look for ways to
improve our team. As soon
as we have something for-
mal to announce, we will do
so.” 

Moreno and manager
Mike Scioscia didn’t imme-
diately respond to phone
messages. 

The Angels allowed free
agent outfielder Torii
Hunter to sign with Detroit,
and he reacted to his former
team’s latest move on his
Twitter account. 

“I was told money was
tight but I guess the Arte
had money hidden under a
Mattress. Business is busi-
ness but don’t lie,” Hunter
wrote. 

Outfielder leaves Texas for AL West
rival Los Angeles and 5-year contract

Hamilton agrees to $125M deal with Angels

Outfielder Josh Hamilton will join Albert Pujols in the mid-
dle of the Los Angeles Angels batting order next season.
Associated Press
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RENTON — Everyone
knows about Seattle steal-
ing quarterback Russell
Wilson in the third round
of last April’s draft and per-
haps finding the franchise
quarterback so many NFL
teams seek.   

Getting less attention
are the other rookies the
Seahawks drafted in April
who are making a signifi-
cant impact in their first
NFL seasons.  

From defensive end
Bruce Irvin to linebacker
Bobby Wagner to running
back Robert Turbin to a
pair of seventh-round picks
who made the 53-man ros-
ter, the Seahawks can look
on the 2012 draft with pride
for some of the gems they
uncovered. Seven of the 10
players the Seahawks
selected have become
major contributors.  

“I think coach (Pete)
Carroll and the GM John
Schneider did a tremen-
dous job of getting guys
who love to play the game
and who will do everything
they can to play at their
best level,” Wilson said.
“Coach Carroll talks about
competing at the highest
level and our rookie class
here for the Seahawks,
we’re doing our best job to
try and be great every Sun-
day and to work at it and
learn and just understand
how we can improve.”  

The philosophy of relying
on younger players is some-
thing Carroll embraced
when he returned to the
NFL after seeing the suc-

cess of playing freshmen
during his time at USC. So
when the Seahawks drafted
Russell Okung and Earl
Thomas in the first round of
the 2010 draft, the pair was
instantly thrown into the
starting lineup.  

In that same draft, Seat-
tle got current starters
wide receiver Golden Tate
in the second round and
safety Kam Chancellor in
the fifth round, and No. 2
tight end Anthony McCoy
in the sixth round. The next
season, Seattle drafted cur-
rent starters K.J. Wright
(fourth round) and Richard
Sherman (fifth round).  

While that first draft cre-
ated a foundation and 2011
unearthed a pair of defen-
sive gems, the 2012 draft is
the one that’s appeared to
have the most immediate
impact.  

The most notable has
been giving the Seahawks
a key player in Wilson, the
starting quarterback com-
ing out of training camp.
He’s on pace to challenge
the NFL rookie record for
touchdown passes and is
the first rookie quarter-
back since 1970 to win his
first six home games.  

At the same time that
Wilson was named the
starter, the Seahawks also
decided Wagner would be
capable of taking over as
the organizer of the
defense at middle line-
backer. Wagner currently
ranks third among all NFL
rookies with 109 tackles.  

Seven of 10
selections have
made major 
contributions

Seahawks’ 2012
draft class paying
off on the field

UP NEXT
SEAHAWKS AT BILLS
When: 1:05 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 16
TV: Ch. 13
Note: Game will be
played in Toronto

See SEAHAWKS, B4

See HAMILTON, B3

Mount Baker ski patrolman Eric Nord skis through powder and trees on Thursday, Dec. 13, at Mt. Baker Ski Area.
This is Nord’s second year on the ski patrol at Mount Baker. The ski area is experiencing one of the best starts to
a season in recent years, operations manager Gwyn Howat said. Another 4 to 6 inches of snow is expected by the
morning of Friday, Dec. 14. Cold temperatures are keeping the snow levels down with packed powder conditions.
David Rzegocki / The Bellingham Herald

PLENTY OF POWDER AT MOUNT BAKER
Snow continues to fall as Mt. Baker Ski Area has one of best starts in recent years

NFL
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